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CON G BKSNION AC.

MESSAGE
from Ou PrtiUenl ofOu Umtid Stain, cornmuatcoiiag

a cunitiUloa Vtlk til rot lirtl.un, concluded at Woih
legion, June 15, 1846.

To Ike Senate of Ike UniteJ StatesIn
accordance with th« resolution of the Senate of

the 12th met., thai the "President ofthe United Suuei
he and he te hereby advised to accept the propoaal
of the Bnueh government, accompanying his messageto the Senate, dated 10th June, 1846, for a conventionto settle boundaries, Ac. between the UnitedStates and Ureal Britain, west of the Rocky or

Stony mountains," a convention was concluded and
signed on the 15th instant, by the Secretary of Slate
on the part of the United States, and the envoy extraordinaryand minister plenipotentiary of het
Britannic Majesty on the pert of Ureal Britain.
This converlion 1 now lay before the Senate for

their consideration, with a view to its ratification.
JAMBS K. POLK.

Washington, June 16, 1846.

Convention between the United Slates of .tmeriea ant

her Majesty Ik* Qneen qf the United Kingdom o,
<!i eat Britain and Ireland, concluded at Washington,
the 15th of June 1846
The United States of Ameiica and her Majesty thi

Queen ofthe United Kingdom of Qreat Britain and
Ireland, deeming it to be desirable, for the futuri
welfare of both countries, that the state of doubt ant

uncertainty which has hitherto prevailed reepeetin|
the sovereignty and government of the territory on

the north west coast of America, lying westward ol
the Rocky or Stony mountains, should lie finally
terminated by an amicable compromise of the right;
mutually asserted by the two parties over the salt

territory, have respectively named plenipotentiary
to treat and agree concerning the terme of such set
tlement.that ia to say: the President of the Unttet
Slates of America hoe on his part furnished will
full powers James Buchanan, Secretary of State ol
the United States; and her Majesty the Queen ol
the United Kingdom of Ureal Britain and Ir'land
hoc, on her port, appointed the right honorable Rich'
ard Pakenham, a member of her Majesty's inor

honorable privy council, and her Mejeaty's envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to tht
United States; who, after having communicated t<
each other their reapective full powers, found n

good and due form, have agreed upon and conclud
ed the following articles:

AHTICLE I.

From the point on the forty-ninth parallel o

north latitude, where the boundary laid down in ex

isting treaties and nnnventiona between the Unite<
Si»irs and Great Britain terminates, tha line o

boundary between the temtoriea of the Unitac
States, and those of her Britannic majesty, shall U
continued westward along the said forty-ninth paral
lelof north latitude, to the middle or the channe
which separates the continent fiom Vancourer'i
Island; and thence southerly through the middle o

the said channel, and of Fuca's straits to the Pacifi
Ocean; Provided, however, that the navigation of th
whole of the said channel and straits south of th<
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude remain free an<

open to both parlies.
ARTICLE II.

From the point at which the forty-ninth paralk
of north latitude shall be found to intersect the grsa
northern branch of the Columbia riser, the navigi
tion of the said branch shall be free and open to th
Hudson Bay Company and to all British subject
trading with the same, to the point where the sail
branch meets the main stream of the Columbia, am

thence down the said main stream to the ocear

with free access into and through the aaid riser o

risers, it being understood that all the usual portage
along the line thus described shall in like manner b
free and open. In navigating the said river or riven
British subjects with their goods and produce aha
be treated on the same fooling as citizens of the Uni
ted States; it being, however, always understoo
that nothing in this article shall'be construed as pn
venting, or intended to prevent, the government a

the United States from making any rrgulations rc

epecting the navigation of the said river or rivers nc

inconsistent with the present treaty.
ARTICLE in.

In the future appropriation of the territory sout
of the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as prov
ded in the first artiele of this treaty, the possessor
rights of the Hudson Bay Company and of all Bri
isn subjects who may be already in the occupatio
of land or other property lawfully acquired withi
the said territory, shall be respected.

ARTICLE IV.

The farms, lands, and other property of every d<
scription belonging to the Puget's Sound Agriculti
ral Company, on the north side of the Columbi
river, shall be confirmed to the said company. I
case, however, the situation of these farms ana lane
should be considered by the United Stales to be <

public and political importance, and the Unite
States government should signify a desire to obtai
possession of the whole, or of any part thereof, tl

property so required shall be transferred to the sni
government at a proper valuation, to be agreed upo
between the parties.

ARTICLE V.

The present treaty shall be ratified by the Pres
dent of the United States, by and with the advii
and consent of the Senate thereof, and by her Britai

m*-:.". .a .lifinailnm ahull hi> nvehnncf
IIIC innjCDiy, auu mwuM>«u.n, ...... .

at London at the expiration of six months from tl
date hereof, or sooner, if possible.

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentii
ries have signed the same, and have affixed there
the seals of their arms.

Done at Washington the fifteenth day of June,
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundri
and forty-six.

JAMES BUCHANAN, [l. ]
RICHARD PAKENIIAM, [i. s.J

MESSAGE
from the President erfUu United Statu, communicati

document» not heretofore communicated to the 8cm
relative to the Oregon Territory, in annoer to the r

ulntion of the Senate of 17th June, 1846.
To the Senate of the United Statu:

I herewith transmit, in compliance with the
quest of the Senate in their resolution of the 11
of June, 1846, a report of the Secretary of State,
gether with a copy of all "the despatches and
struclions" "relative to the Oregon treaty," "fi
warded to our minister, Mr. McLane," "not herei
fore communicated to the Senate," including a sta

mentof the propositions for the adjustment of the (

egon question previously made and rejected l>y t

respective governments. This statement was fi
nished to Mr. McLane before his departure fri
the country, and is da^ed on the 12lli July, 18'
the day on which the note was addressed by
Secretary of State to Mr. I'akenham, offering
settle the controversy by the 4'.Uh parallel of Is

tude, which was rejected by that minister on t
29th of July following.
The Senate will perceive that extracts from

two of Mr. McLane's "despatches and communi
lions to this government" are transmitted; and thi
only because they were necessary to explain thei
swers given to them by the Secretary of State.
Thsse despatches are both numerous and vo

acinous, and, from their confidential character, th
publication, it is believed, would be highly preju
cial to the public interests.

Public considerations alone have induced me

withhold the despatches of Mr. McLane addres
to the Secretary ofState. 1 concur with the Se<
tary of State in the views presented in his rep
herewith transmitted, against the publication oflh
despatches.

Mr. McLane has performed his whole duty
his country; and I nm not only willing, bat anxi
that every senator who may desire it, shall have

opportunity of perusing these despatches at the
partment of State. The Secretary of State has b
instructed to affbrd every facility for this purpoai

JAMES K POLK
W AjiinroTev, July 91, .1846.

To the President of the United 8tatei:
The Secretary of State, to whom was referred

...
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resolution of the Senate of the 17th ulumo, reques
ing the President "to communicate to the Semite

, copy of all the correspondence which has take
nlaca between this government rind that of Uiet
Britain relative to the Oregon treaty, together with th

r deaputehca end instructions forwarded to our minis
[ ter, Mr. MrLane, and a full and complete copy «

his despatches and coaimunieauons to this govern
rnent on the same subject, not heretofore communj
rated to the Senate," respectfully reports that n

' correspondence has taken place between this govern
merit and that of Ureat Britain, relative to the Ore
goo treaty, which lias not heratofore been commu
mealed to the Senate.
The Secretary of Stata herewith submits to th

President oopiea of ail "the despatches and instruc
lions forwarded to our minister, Mr. McLane, an

and also a full and compiste copy of his despatch#
and communications to this government" on the sab
jeel of the Oregon treuty, "not heretofore eoannuni
cated to Congress." He also auhmits the copy of
note from Lord Aberdeen to Mr. McLane, dated o

l the S4d May last.
In regard to Ins own "despatches and inatruc

tiona" to Mr. McLsrne, ths secretary i« not aware o

any public considerations which now oppose tbei
transmission to the -Senate. On the contrary, h
deema it eminently proper that entire eopies of then
all should lia furnished to that body without furthe
delay.

In regard to ths despatches of Mr. McLane to tin
r government, u serious question ariea as to the pro

prist y of communicating them to the Senate. Tin
question he deems it proper to present to the Presi
dent for his determination; because its decision ma'

involve consequences for all future time, essential!
aliening the ability of the Executive department c

the government to conduct our intsrcourse with foi
I sign natioas in such manner aa best to promote th
f public intsreat.

It is a primary duty of a foreign miniater to com

municate freely to his government all that he sec

. or heora, which can have any bearing upon tli
interesta of hta country, together with his own opir

, ions and speculations upon passing events, both a

home or abroad, connected with the objects of In
, miaiion. It is his business to seek information froti

every source within his reach, and to place hi
f own government in possession of all that he a<

quires. Such information is essential to enable thi
government successfully to perform its duties to th

| country, in our present extended intercourse witi

, foreign nations. Whatever, therefore, would ten
. to close u,> the sources of information against on

| diplomatic agents abroad, or to deter them fror
i freely communicating all the information in thei
r possession, could not fail to prove seriously detri
r mental to ths national interest.

,
Mr. McLane has, in the fullest manner, pei

. formed his duty in this respect. His despatches ar

both numerous and voluminous. He has kept th
department well advised of all that it was necessar

; fbr it to know in relation to the different and vary
> ing aspects which the Oregon uuestton has asrume

i in England. No person,however, who peruses thei
. despatches ran auppoae that, with the exception c

very small portions of them, they were intended fc

Cbltcstion, or that the probability of such an ever

d been contemplated by him.
' If, under such circumstances, his conversation

with individuals in office and out of office, whi
from their very nature were confidential, should
published to the world, this would have a stro

tendency lo obstruct every avenue of informatio
1 against our diplomatic agents, and greatly to in

| pair their usefulness; and, on great occasions, th
possibility of a candid disclosure lo them of the ir

' lentions of a foreign government, or of the real mi

lives which might control the action of ita minister
c would be entirely out of the question. Persons ir
8 trusted with ihe conduct of foreign affairs in oth«
8 countries would feel the necessity of observing to

wards our diplomatic agents a guarded silence, di
ferent from the course which might safely be pursue
towards the ministers of other powers. The pr

d vate and confidential intercourse between mimstei

it of different countries, which often leads to the moi

i- important and beneficial results, would cease to e>

e i«t in regard (o the ministers 01 ine vjnueu

t In thia manner, one of the great purposea of sendin
J. miniatera abroad would be defeated,
d Beaidea, the publication ot auch communication!
i, especially if coupled with the minister's unreserve

r comments, made confidentially to hia own goveri
a mcnt, would place him in a position towards thoi
e whose confidence he had thus been made instri
i, mental in violating, which no honorable man woul
II desire to occupy.
i- The publication of auch despatches would exe

d cise an unhappy influence upon the conduct of ot

(- diplomatic agenta. In order to shield thcmaelvi
if from reproach, they might then be induced cithi
t- to communicate important information, with the
it observations upon it, in private letters, and throug

other channels not subject to official'inspection, or

refrain altogether from making communications ei

cept auch as might be published to the world will
1 out unplesaant consequences to themselves. In tl
'*! first case, that information which ought to exist
Y the archives of the department for the use of ll
*

government in all future time, would be confined
n

a few individuals; and in the last, the governme
n might be deprived of the information necessary

avert danger from the country, or to promote tl
beat interests of the people in their intercourse wil

)- foreign nations.
i-1 The secretary is deeply sensible that, from tl
ia very nature of our institutions, the greatest public
n ty ought to be given to the conduct of all publ
Is agents. There should be no exception to this nil
if unless in cases where the public interest imperativ
id ly demands it., Whether this be such n case, is r

n spectfully presented for the decision of the Pre:
te dent.
d Public considerations alone have induced the Sc
n retary of State to make these suggestions. In p<

forming this duty, he need scarcely say that eve

facility for this purpose will most cheerfully he i

j forded at the Department of State to any scnat
who may desire to peruse the despatches of IV

* McLane.
1, All which is respectfully submitted by

~ JAMES BUCFIANAtf.
7-i.it of accompanying papers.

to Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McLane, July 12, 1845.
Same to same, Sept. 13, 1845.

in Same to same, Nov. 5, 1845.
»d Mr. McLane to Mr. Buchanan, Dec. I, 1845. E

tracts.
Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McLane, Dec. 13, 1845.
Same to same, Dec. 29, 1845.
S«<me to same, Jan. 29,1846.
Mr. McLane to Mr. Buchanan, Feb. 3, 1846- E

tract.
, Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McLane, Feb. 26, 1846. E

tracts.
' Same to same, March 28, 1846.

Same to same, (with enclosure,) April 28, 1846.
s«mj» 1-1 uumr June 6. 1846.

re- Same to name, June 13, 184G.
'th Same to name, June 22. 1846
to- Lord Aberdeen to Mr. McLane, May 22, 1846.
in-

»r-Mr. Buchanan to Mr. McT.anr.
l0" [No. 2 ] Dapahtmknt or Static,

,e"Washington, July 12, 1845
j*"" Sih: Although the Prcaidont does not intend
"® transfer the Oregon negotiation from Washingtoi
f" London, yet, as her Britunnio Majesty's minisl
' J1 will doubtless afford you frequent opportunities
**>i conversing upon the subject, it is proper that ]
'h® should be well informed of the present state of
to question. For this purpose it is necessary to I

lJ'" msh you with a brief historical sketch of the pro
h® sitions for its adjustment which have been hen

fore made and rejected by the respective gove
3Ut mcnts.
ca" The first negotiation was that of 1818, which
SB® minated in the convention of the 20th October
,n* that year. It was conducted by Messrs. Galh

and Ilush, as American plenipotentiaries, in c

''u* ilience to instructions from Mr. Adams, then Se<
ie'r tnry of State under Mr. Monroe's administrati

Our plenipotentiaries inform us that they did not

that occasion, "assert that the United States
a perfect right to the country, but insu
that their claim was at least Jfood n6"

re* Qreat Britain." They, therefore, offered to e

orl' promise by adopting the parallel of 49 deg
ieB® as the dividing line between the two countries,

by surrendi ring to Grest Britain the free naviga
lo of the rivers (the Columbia, of course, inclui

which might be intersected by this line. The I
Bn ieh plenipotentiaries, (Messrs. Robinson end G
D®" bum,) in answer, "did not make any formal pri
*®n sttton fora lioundary, but intimated that the i

* itself was the moat convenient that could be ad
eri, and that they would not agree to any that
not give them the harbor at the mouth of the r

in common with the United States." But althc

they did not propose a permanent boundary, the]
lh® make a most extraordinary proposition to the Ai

m

1)0 P
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I- ican plenipotentiaries, which was inataiilly and prop
a erly i ejected. Thia win no less in affect than that thi
ii United Slalea should surrender to Great Britain tb»
it excluaive sovereignty over the whole territory iiortk
e of 49 degrees, whilst that portion of it which Ilea
i- between the 45th and the 49th parallels, embracing
if the mouth and nearly the whole course of the Coi-iurabia river, should "be free and open to the subi-jects and citizens of the two States respectively, foi
o the purpose of trade and commerce," reserving the
i. claims of the respective parties, not to the whole
i* territory, but to this section of it merely.
|. Thia negotiation resulted in the adoption of the

third article of the convention of the 90th October,
e 1818, under which the United States so far yielded
i* to the claims of Great Britain as to agree that the
J whole territory should "be free and open lor the
s term of ten years from the date of (he signature ol

in© present convrnnun, 10 *nc uwkjib, llu,,clia wiu

i* subjects of ths two powers."
The second negotiation on (His subject, during

n the administration of Mr Monroe, vas oondueted,
m 1824, by Mr. Rush as the American plenipoten.

k tiary, under the instructions ol Mr AdamM in
f the meantime the United Suites had acquired the
r Sjianiah title, embracing the whole territory in disspule, under the Florida treaty of the 2*d February,
n 1819; and Mr. Monroe had made his celebrated dercUraeon |o the world, that the American continent

should no longer be subject to colonisation. Motswithstanding this change in the relative position ol
i- the jiarties, Mr Monroe, anxious to settle the conadieting claims of Russia, Great Britain, and the
I- United States, to the territory on the northwesi
y coast of America, and knowing that this oould only
y be done by compromise, authorised Mr. Rush,
,f through the instructions from Mr. Adams, dated
- the J2d July, 1883, "with a riew to draw i

e definite line of demarcation, for the future tc
stipulate that no settlement shall he made on' the

h north west coast, or on any of the islands thereto ad
S joining, by Ruaaian snbiects, south of latitude 55
e by citisens of the United Ntates north of latitude 51
i. degrees or by British subjects either south of 51 oi

it north of 55. 1 mention (says Mr Adams) the lali
s lude of 51 as the bound within which we are willing
n [O limit the future settlement of the United States"
s because it is not to lie doubted that the Columbu
K river branches ae far north as 51." "As, however
e the Hoe already runs, in latitude 49 degrees, to th<
t Stony mountains, should it be earnestly insisted up
h on by Great Britain, we will consent to carry it in

J continuance on the same parallel to the eea."
r Mr. Rush, with great ability, attempted to exe
n cute hie instructions. He firet proposed 51 degrees
r and afterwards 49 degrees; but in vain. These prop
h ositiona were severalty rejected by the British pleni

potentiartes, (Messrs. Huskisson and Stratford Can
- mug,)who proposed the 49th parallel as a perma
e """.^ rybetw^n the two countnea until il
e should strike the northeaaternmoal branch of tin
y Columbia river, (McGillivrsyV) and thence dowi

the same to lis junction with the ocean, "ihe nasi
d 8*l,t>n of the whole channel being perpetually frei
w to the subjects and citizens of both parties " Thii
,f proposition was rejected by Mr. Rush, and here the
>r negotiation ended.

it negotiation on this subject took place ir
1826- 27, during the administration of Mr. Adams

ls and was conducted by Mr. Gallatin as Americar
plenipotentiary, under instructions from Mr. Clay
then Secretary of State. The third article of the
convention of October, 1818, was about to expire by

n its own Iinurstion; and a most formal and serious ef
fort was then made finally to adjust this vexed que*

ie tmo; but it utterly failed. This negotiation display,
»" 'Cm1 re*ear't' *nd ability on both sides. Mr

Gallatin, in behalf of the United Stales, again of
fered to compromise the question by adopting the
49th parallel of latitude as the dividing line betweer

)r the two countries west of the Rocky mountains
and to agree that the navigation of the Columbu

f- lould ."be perpetually free to the subjects of Grea
d Britain in common with the citizens of the Unuei
i- States," provided this line should strike the north
-a easternmost or any other branch of that river at i

it point from which it was^navigable for boats
[- Th'» offer was rejected by the British plenipoten
, tiaries (Messrs. Huskisson and Addington) in very

g strong terms. They repeated the offer which hat
been made to Mr. Rush on the part of Great Brit

, am tn 1824. with this addition, that they were wil
d 110 concede to the United States the possessiot
l- °t Port Discovery, on the southern coast of De Fu
. ca's in let, and annex thereto "all that tract of coun

j- 'ry comprised within a line to be drawn from Capi
d Flattery, alone the southern shore of De Fucu'a in

let, to Point Wilson, at the northwestern extremity
r. of Admiralty inlet; from thence along the wester,

,r shore of that inlet, across the entrance of Hood'i
. inlet, to the irfiint of land forming the northeaster!
»r extremity of the said inlet; from thence, along thi
jr eastern shore of that inlet, to the southern extremi

;h ty of the same; from thence direct to the southerr
to point of Gray's harbor; from thence, along thi
t. shore of the Pacific to Cape Flattery, as before men

tioned."
ie This proposition was rejected by Mr. Gallatin
in a negotiation terminated in the convention o

ie Augu»' 6th, 1827, which continued the third articli
10 of the convention of October, 1818, until it ahoul,
n( be abrogated by the one party or the other, bi

to g'v|ng a notice of twelve months to that effect. Thi'
convention has ever since remained in force; and evil

tfl since, under its provisii ns, the subjects of Great Brit
atn have enjoyed the same rights over the whole tern

1C tory as the citizens of the United States. This join
:l. occupation has continued for more than a quarter o

ic 0 century; and it is not to he supposed that the Brit
p ish government will now consent by negotiation ti

rl yield to us the whole lerriloiy up to 54° 4(y afte
p.

our government had thrice offered to divide it by th

ti- p.nrall£! of 49 degrc«8. and they had thri<* refiise'
this offer, even when accompanied by a grant of th

;C_
Ireo navigation of the Columbia.

T.
The next notice of this question will be found un

dcr the administration of General Jackson. It i

if- ^"ntalnrd in 'he instructions of Mr. Livingston t

or
Mr. Van Buren, dated on the 1st August, 1831

Ir. wl' a copy °f which, so fur ns they relate to thi
subject, you shall be furnished. From this, yo
will perceive that General Jackson's administratinr
so far from objecting to the occupation of the whol
territory by the British in common with ourselvei
were entirely satisfied to suffer this slate of thing
to continue. These instructions do not proceed ur
on the principle of claiming the whole territory ft
the United States, although they express a stron
opinion in favor of our right. After stating that th
term of joint occupation was indefinitely continue
for the purpose, in the language of the treaty, i4<
p-ivin? time to mature measures which shall hai
?or their object a more definite settlement of tl
claims of each party to the said territory," they f

'* on to remark that "thi* subject then ia open for dt
cuesion, and until the rights of the parties can

settled by negotiation, ours can suffer nothing I
delay."
These instructions evidently look to a settleme

of the rights of the respective parties by negotiatio
and not to an absolute exclusion of Great Brim
from the whole territory.
From the 1st of August, 1831, the date of M

Livingston's instructions to Mr. Van Buren, un
the !flh of October, 1843, no further notice of tl
Oregon question was taken in any instructions fro
this department. On that day Mr. Upshur, then tl
Secretary of State under Mr. Tyler's administrate

to addressed instructions to Mr. Everett on the su

l to ject. Following in the course or compromise poir
;crs ed out by his predecessors, Mr. Upshur says, "T
of offer of the 49th parallel of latitude, although it h

rou once been rejected, may be again tendered, togeth
the with the right of navigating the Columbia upi
'ur- equitable terms. Beyond this the President is n

po- now prepared to go. Nevertheless you may pr
sto- pose or receive, subject to the approval of this go
rn- eminent, any other terms of compromise which

the progress of your discussions may appear
tcr- promise a satisfactory gdjuetment of this imports
of question."

itin Next came the existing negotiation which t
ibe- President found pending on his accession to office
ere- This negotutton, like all which hud preceded
ion. was based upon the principle of compromising t

,on claims of the parties, and not of demanding t
had whole territory for the United States. The fi
tied protocol signed by Messrs. Calhoun and Pack*
inst ham, on the 33d August last, states that it was
om- stunted "to treat of the respective claims of the t'
rees countries to the Oregon Territory, with the view
and establish a permanent boundary between the t'
tion countries westward of the Rocky mountains to
led) Pacific oraan."
Jrit- The President at a very early period of his
oul- ministration was called upon to decide whetl
>po- he would break off or continue this negotiate
iver Placed in such a responsible position, he first
opt- quired whether the national honor required that
aid should abruptly terminate it by demanding

iver, whole territory m dispute. War befbre disbomv
mgh a maxim deeply engraven npnn the haarta of
raid American people; and this maxim Sver shall re

mer- late hia conduct towards foreign nations. Bt

ft ill)
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was impossible for him to conceive thut there coul
be dishonor in pursuing the course which hod bee
adopted by Mr. Monroe, hie patriot revolutionar
predcccw<r, more than a quarter of a century agi
and had bean either expressly sanctioned or acqu
eaced in by all succeeding odniinietrationa.

Hia next inquiry was, would a compromise i
the claims of the parlies, by adopting the parallel <
4ft degree*, material^ injure the interest of the Un
ted StatW The entrance of the straits of Puea, At
mtralty inlet, and Pugel's sound, with their flue ha.
boss and rich surrounding soil, are all south of lis
parallel. We know but little of the country nort
of it, but, from all the information we have outainei
it is, with the exception of a few spots, wholly ui
fit for agriculture, and incafwble of sustaining nn
considerable population. Its chief, indeed afrnut
i Lit mil v value* mnmitJ in lh« fiira whirh rnnv vi

be collected upon it, and even in (ilia particular it
not of much importance.

Arbitration being out of the question, the alte
natives which remained were either to comproiiiu
the claims of the parties upon terms similar t
those which had often been proposed by the get
eminent of the United States and rejected by tht
of Qreat Britain, or to demand the exclUsjv
sovereignly over the whole territory in disput
end thus to render war almoat inevitable. In ti
present enlightened end chelation age war oogl
to be Lha vesy last alternative'of nations, and ohoul
never be resorted to unless for a cause which rei
ders it imperatively necessary. To rush into hoi
tilities, if this can be honorably avoided, would sul
ject the United States to the condemnation of a
Christendom. The President doubts whether tti
judgment of the civilized world would be in our fi
vor in s war waged for a comparatively worthies
territory north of 49 degrees, which his predecei
sore hod over and over again offered to surrender t
Ureal Britain, provided she would yield her prelei
antns to the country south of thst latitude. Beside
a war for such s cause, whilst it would doubtless I
sustained by the patriotism, might not meet the a|
probation, of a large portion of our own fellow-cit
sons.

. On the other hand, suppose the American prop<
aition of the 49th degree of lautude should be ngai
made by the United States and again rejected h
Qreat Britain, ami war then be the consequence, »

mighfitppeal to all mankind for the justice and mm
eration of our demand. The voice of on impartii
world would pronounce our cause to be righlcou
and our own citizens would be enthusiastically un
led in sustaining such a war. Should the negotu
tion end in disappointment, the President, havir
done all that can be required of him fur the prrse
ration of peace, will afterwards feel himself perfectl
free to inaiat upon our rights in their full extant, u
to the Russian line.

Influenced by these important consideration
you will perceive from my note to Mr. Pakenhan
a copy of which 1 now enclose you, that the Pre
ident has once more proposed to the governmei
of Great Britain that the territory west of th
Rocky mountains, which has been under exlstin
treaties " free and open" to the occupation of boi
nations ever since 1818, shall now be dividt
between them by the 49th parallol of norl
latitude, offering at the tame time to make free
Great Britain any port or ports on Vancouver
island, south of this parallel, which the British go
emment may desire.
You will observe that the proposition is silent

regard to the navigation of the Columbia river.
privilege which has heretofoie been repeatedly c

fered to Great Britain in former attempts to sett
this question. Such a privilege the President cai
not eoneede, although he is well aware of the ser

ous, if not insuperable, o jstaclea which this ma

present to the success of the negotiation. The t

nscity with which Great Britain will adhere to tl
free navigation of the Columbia, which she now e

[ joys, is manifest from the note of Mr. Pakenhan
| Mr. Calhoun, of the 13th September last, with
copy of which you have been furnished,

i lfthe free navigation of tha Columbia were gran
ed to Great Britain, this would be a perpeiu

. source of strife ami ijnww sf aolhsttm between tl
.kj * - ,.c ,u. -

1 mote regions, {t would be almost impossible, I
any vigilance which could be exerted, to execo

. the revenue lawa of the respective countries, ai

, prevent smuggling on either side of the river. B
sides, there are several portages around the fslla ai

. rapids of this river and its branches, the use

j which is necessary to the enjoyment of its free na

. igation. This would introduce the subjects of Ore
f Britain with their merchandise into the heart of tl
! country, and thus greatly increase the evil beyoi
i what it would be if they were confined to the r.ha
, nel of the river. The President is desirous
r adjust the question in such a manner as to lea
. no source behind from which might proceed ne

j difficulties and new dangers again to invol
s the peace of the two countries. With his prese
. impressions, he can never yield to Great Britain tl

free navigation of the Columbia.
t

It is to be hoped that Great Britain may view tl
f subject in the same light, especially as within tl
j last few years rivers huve been explored and reao

i ed to north of the parallel of 49 degrees, on whi
y her trade may be conducted between the interior ai

s the ocean, without the use of the Columbia.
r Whilst denying this privilege, which has lie
. hitherto so often offered, it may be asked, wh
. reason have we to hope that Great Britain may no

t accede to the nakod parallel of 49 degrees' The
f would be little or none, unless our proposition hi
. contained such a concession in some other partic
s Inr as to enable her to retreat with honor from li
r former demands. This will be found in our offer
e make free to Great Britain any port or ports on Va
j mover's island, south of 49 degrees, which t

e British government may desire. It is true, thin
but a trilling concession, considering the small p<

. lion of the cap of Vancouver's island which li
p south of that parallel; and, although no equivalent
0 is yet something which may be a reftige, for Briti

pride, whilst surrendering the free navig .tion of t

s Columbia. Besides, as they have in their li
ii proposition so far gone beyond that of 1827 as

offer to make free to the United States any port
e' ports which they might desire, either on the mi

S) land or Vancouver's island, south of latituo
h degrees, our offer to them of free ports on

i. southern cap of that island may be deemed a rec

,r rocal concession.
g Had this been a new question, you are fu
r aware that the President never would have presen
d such n proposition; but it must not be forg
jf ten that the American government never dies,

though the agenta who administer it are perpetua
ip changing. Its course of policy towards fore
m nations should not change with every changi
J,. administration, but ought to be uniform and c<

,e sistent, unless for reasoflft of imperative ncc

<y "iiyFrom what has been said, you will perceive h
nt wholly impossible it is for the President to acc

n, any terms of compromise which would bring
in British south of the parallel of 49 degrees; and t

you may intimate to the British ministers in c

[r. versation, should you deem it wise under all the
til cumstances. The only exception to this rule wh
he could possibly be made might be the concessi
m for an adequate equivalent, of the small cap of V
he couver'a island south of (his latitude, which wo

n, l»e of no importance to the United States, whili
I), i* of considerable value 10 ureal nriiain.

it- You will cnfoice our proposition upon the Brii
he ministry with all the enlightened ability of wh
as you are so eminently the master. Should it be
er jectod, the President will be relieved from the (

ln barraesment in which he has been involved by
ot sets, offers, and declarations of his predecesst
o- Afterwards, if the difficulty can only bo resolved
,v- the sword, we may then appeal with confidence
in the world for the equity and justice of our cai

to and may anticipate the smiles of Heaven upon
int right.

I am, Ac.,
he JAMES BUCHANAIN

Louis McLane, esq., Ac. Ac. Ac.

heMr. Btichantm to Mr. Met/int.
he [No. 9.] Dcpastmp.nt or Statv,

rstWashington, Sept. 13, 184,
in- Sia: i have tha honor to acknowledge the rec

in- of your despatches of the 16th and 18th ultimo,
wo former of which was placed in my hands by
to Hon. Mr. Rhett. of South Carolina, and to tram

wo to you, herewith, a copy of my last note to

the Right Hon. Richard Pakenham, her Brits
Majesty's minister at Washington, relative to

ad- Oregon question,
fier I am, Ac.,

on JAMES BUCHANA1
in- Hon. Lodis McLane, Ac. Ac. Ac.
he -

theMr Rurtansn to Mr. Mct*n*.
r is [No. 13 ] Desaktment or State,

the Washington, Nov. 5, 184
gu- Sia: Your despatches to No. IS, inclusive,
it it been duly received.

III "II 111 V "

lliuoi
IDTION."

(.1 ST 8, ib4«.

Id Since tlnj receipt, on the'dlst ultimo, of your No wIm
:ii 9, 1 have held several conversations with Mr. Pa-1 iue«

y kenham. Hia purpose, doubtless, was to nscer- terii
», tain whether the President would not take back his' Hon
]- withdrawal of our proposition of compromise, prei

and sutler it to stand as the basis of further
»f negotiation; and, if thM could not be done, to ob- .

if tain some assurance in advance as to lbs manner
i- in which a new proposition from the British gov1-eminent would be received, lie did not accomr-nlish either object. In these conversations, 1 gave
is htm distinctly to understand that the President
h could not consent to recall what hod been already
1, done, nor to modify, in any degree, the withdrawal
i- of our offer. At Ins same time 1 observed, to ariyewer to a question propounded by him, that if the .j.
it British government should think proper to majie w

st any new proposition to the government of the U»t- »

is tea States for the settlement of the Oregon question, rit would be respectfully considered by the Prest- ^JUs
r- dent, without, however, feeling himself committed ,j,
ie in any degree by the offer which had been already u
o made and rejected, and afterwards withdrawn,
r- Mr. Pakenham urged that he had not rejected our
it proposition, but had merely refused to accept it,
x and endeavored bv amoment to Hiinnaa UDon mv lowi
e; mind the distinction.not very obvious.between A
ie the refusal to accept a proposition and tu rejection
it To thia I replied by referring htm to the subsequent
Id part of hit note, in which he expressed his trust thsl .

i- "I would lie prepared to offer home further proposal
! for the settlement ot the Oregon question more con- **"

> sistent with fairness and equity, and with the rea- l"nf
Jl sonahle expectation of the British government." j*V
ie This language, I observed, necessarily implied not
i- only an omphalic rejection of oor offer, but a <®nISdamnation of its ciiaracter.
t- In consequence of my communication!* with Mr. *"jr
,o Pakenham, the President, after holding two cabinet t

t- councils on the present stale of the Oregon negnSia- Sf01
, lion, has finally determined thnt he will not renew his * c

>e former offer, nor submit any other proposition; and it * °.'
* must remain for the British government to decide
i- what other or further steps, if any, they may think .*a'

proper to take in the negotiation. You will not be oal

y- surprised at the result, as you are well aware that wa*

n nothing but deference for the repealed action of hia
y predecessors, and for the principle of compromise '"V
re on which the negotiation had been oommenced. as

J- well as a sincere desire to cultivate the most friendly a

al relations lietween the two countries, could have in-
,lln

s, du ted him so far to depart from his well known
i- opinions as to have directed the proportion to be
t- made which haa been rejected and withdrawn. '1

ig Mr. Pakenham's note of the 30th ofJuly, rejecting ar

r- our proposition, became, immediately after us reIy eeipl, the subject of grave deliberation by the Presi-
ip dent. Upon a full consideration of the whole que*-

tion.and after waiting a month for further develop- aa

a, menu, he arrived at the conclusion that it was a

a, duly which he owed hu country to withdraw the P.
a- proposition which he hod submitted. Thia was PV
fit accordingly done by my note lo Mr. Pakenham of
ie the 30ih of August laat. The President 'thua took a."'11
ig bis ground, from which he will not deport. If the 8

in Briliah government have any new proposition to
al submit, it must proceed from them voluntarily, and '

th without any previous inviution or assurance on our
*

lo part; and then such a proposition will be respectfully 'M,r
'a considered by the government of the United """J]
v States.

This is the posture on which the negotiation now w(n

in Btands; and, unless in the meantime it should be 8 "

-a changed by some action on the part of the British rl '1
if- government, the President intends to lay the whole 1

Ie subject before Congress for their consideration.
r,- I am, Ac., ..

i- JAMES BUCHANAN.
iy Louis Mi Lane, esq., Ac., Ac., Ac.

ie Air. Aid.atu to Mr. Buchanan. I®* lor
n- Extracts.] ^

lINo. !i4.J L.ONDOV, L»ecemoer i, loiu. H

Although it is well understood here that, in the bee
|(_ present posture of the Oregon question, my connex- tior
ul ion with it must be in a great degree informal, the mei

ln Earl of Aberdeen occasaotMlly make* It a subject of Uiti
e_ conversation. exe

At his request I have recently had an interview the
^ with him, when he put in my hand, to read, two tior

jj despatches from Mr. Pakenham: one in explana- Tei
e_ tion of his rejection, without reference to his govern- of

1(j ment, of the President's proposition; the other con- legt
0f taming a statement of his subsequent attempts to sho
v_

induce ynu to allow the President's proposition to pro
( stand as the basis of further negotiation, or to have bee
some assurance of the answer which u new propo- law

1(j sition from the British government would receive. app
n_

sen

t0 In his first letter, Mr. Pakenham, among other do.
v)> things, thought his treatment of the President's owi

proposition justifiable on the ground of his inslruc- Red
ye tions, which, in his opinion, forbade the expectation sesi

j that such a proposition could, under any circnm- tha
t stances, receive the approbation of his government. He

He also »*»

,« *'.
jle

* * * * expressed y

t_ his belief that a reference of the proposition to his fill

ch £OVPr"rnent< merely, as he supposed, to be rejected,
would not have avoided the embarrassment in which v°jj
the subject has been by that step involved. We

pn In answer to these views, 1 had only to point out N

m the clear insufficiency of Mr. Pakcnham's explanalWtions; and to defend and justify the withdrawal of Sen

rp the President's proposition upon the obvious grounds Vul

nj on which, in your communications, you had placed 5
u_ it; to point out with entire explicitness the attitude .

er the President had determined to maintain, and tho
t0 course it was his intention to pursue, in conformity Vlr
n with the statement in your despatch No. 13, dated

the 5th November last.
jg The principal object of Lord Aberdeen in seek- wl

j_ ittg the interview appeared to me to be, to point out

|eg lite embarrassment in which he thought the Presi- T
jt dent's withdrawal of his proposition had placed this fail
sh g°vcrnment. It was quite evident, indeed he ex- pre
he Prcss|y said, that he was not prepared to accept the by
if)l President's proposition, but desired only to make it am

10 the basis of further negotiation and modified propo- "]
or sitions from his government, which he would have uni

,jn done, notwithstanding the rejection of it by Mr. the

^(j Pakenham, ifit had not been withdrawn by the di- J

|]c roction of the President. He complained of the 1

withdrawal of tho proposition as unusual, if not un- 1
' precedented in diplomacy, and seemed to consider it j

11 impossible in the present posturo of the afT.tir to sub- 1

tcj mil any proposition for n partition of the territory ser

0(_ in dispute, unless he could have some assurance of ,

nl_ the treatment which any proposition he might sub- j

II mit for that purpose would receive. coi

IUnder these circumstnnces, he could only regard* the negotiation as having been terminated by the
U!® President; and the door to further attempts at com- ser

eg- promise being thus closed, this government had
no alternative, in its desire to preservs the peaceful J01

ow
n,lmK"'" ai l,lr lw" cuuilll icb [Uinci j iiinn hi piuuusc

e_t arbitration, and abide the consequences. Indeed, I untl^ederatood him to say, very distinctly, that this-course tot

his wou'd be pursued. It may be considered certain, foi
on_ therefore, that if ho have not been already, Mr.
pjr_ Pakenham will, by the present steamer, be instruct- on

| c ed to propose nn arbitration; and that, according to rei
0,( the answer that proposition may receive, the ulti- ob
nn' mate course upon the part of this government will
UU be defined.
|( (l I think it not improbable that, if the offer be declinedupon the ground upon which it is understood
ish '' WM r®fu»ed by Mr. Calhoun, to wit: that a more

jcl( satisfactory adjustment might lie obtained through
re_

the medium of negotiation, this government would Jo
then submit a new proposition, and so resume the

the neKol'»tion; but that, if it be refused on such terms co

,ra
as to warrant them in assuming that our government
has determined to insist upon the extreme claim, co

j' and to dechno both negotiation and arbitration, this

|M government will treat the offer lo arbitrate as its ul- co

the bmatum, and abide the result. Of course, these

opinions are founded upon the observations of the
Earl of Aberdeen, in the conversation to which I

f have already alluded.
Although I am quite sure that the Earl of Aberdeenhas no idea at present of accepting the compromisecontained in the President's proposition, it

would not surprise me if an arrangement upon that
, basis should prove acceptable to large and important ar
''

( clasaes in this eoun'ry, indeed complained of princi- ah
t£e pally by the Hudson Bay Company, and those in
(^e its interest. That the ministry would find it difficult

limit hazardous to prefer war to such a settlement
may well be imagined; although you may aasume

nnie 'l to 1>e c®rt4in 'h®1 when war becomes inevitable, it
will receive the undivided support of the British
people. ci

I believe the government and people here are

^ quite prepared for the reaaeertion in the message of ol
the President'* opinions expressed in his inaugural
address; and, perhaps, for a recommendsiIon by fi
him to terminate the joint occupation in the manner

provided by the existing treaty. And I also think

.j that unless the recommendations in the message J
hare "bould be such a* to discourage further negotiation,

and to manifest a determination to insist upon our 1

It. i
JO

i Ur

NUMBER 85. in

^ (4»

on

Su
jle right, they would not lead to any immediate
mures upon the part of thia government, or nta*11y add to the embarrassment in which the relasbetween the two countries appear to be at un

lent involved.
[TO BE COM I IMtlKtl. j

TWENTY-N INTil COM.UKSV .

First Session.

Friday. August 7, 1846. th|

IN MEN ATE. '/J
EVENING SESSION. aia

he Senate met again punctually at the hour of 6,

message was received from the Uouae of K>-pntalivea,announcing the piuw^e ol" sundry
he bills were immediately read a first and second
i, and referred to the appropriate committees

tut cat-EMoaa
fas again taken up, and the bills with the tilingtides were considered and passed.viz
n act for the reliefofSamuel D. Enochs.

SAMKIWO raiVILEGKI.
n act disaffirming all laws of the Territories of
a and Wisconsin granting banking privilege thi
then taken up, and after a very considerable col
occupied us conversation and debate in relation wt

te propriety of proceeding to its consideration,
the consideration and rejection of two motions to
the bill upon the table,
Ir. R. JOHNSON opposed the bill. Wbst
0 the grounds on which the senator from Florida
WasTcoxr] advocated the bilL' Why, on the ""

ind ofan act providing that Territorial legislation w"

be null and void, till approved by Congress
v, in the cases alluded to in Florida, Congress
simply disapproved of legislation which il never ,

approved. But where had the oenator ever
d of such a doctrine as that on which the bill "ni

defended? A grant to be repealed withoutcoinntionto those for whose benefit the grant was w°

le'
Ir. WESTCOTT asked the senator from Mary- ""

if Congress hud the power to invest corporascreated by them with authority to cruatc other '"ol

>oration* of greater powers than themselves?
Ir. JOHNSON. Unquestionably, I do. He
.J.) could have no other interest in this mailer

i any alher citizen of the country anxious to ru<

rd the institutions under which he lives, and by
ch bis rights are secured. He was confident
the Senate of the United Stales would lie (he
body in the world to violate the sacred oblige
a of contract, by adopting a principle utterly re- ""

loted by all just men wherever civilization has
ed her foot, or freedom reared an altar.
Ir. MILLER thought that the Senutc was

ng strangely in departing in this case from "

order which, it was understood, was to be foledduring this day's session, with regard to the ,.,|
from the other House. He next adverted to ton

foci that a majority of the committee had reicdagainst this bill. It would be well lo bear du
lething from the majority members of the com- y
;ee. He insisted that the passage of the bill
Id be not only contrary to right, but totally de- thi
ctive of the intereata of the people of the Ter- th
ry. tai
ir. BERRIEN regarded this aa a most import- m
question. They had entered on the diacussion ibi
h a misunderstanding of the facts. They were mi
that the organic law of the Territory authorized tin

igress to repeal these acta. That had dioappenr- vii
It had alao been found that no power had been tie

rved to repeal theae laws, as stated by the sena- pafrom Michigan, [Mr. Cats.] frr
Ir. CASS said he had stated no such thing. poIr. BERRIEN. Well, then, the senator had mi
n misunderstood, and that erroneous construe- on
of his remarks had been the ground of argu- th

it. Unless they meant to violate the faith of the tic
ited States, they could not pass this bill. In the «i
rcise of the power conferi?ed by the constitution, f.;
y had created that Territory, and made regula |y
it for its government. The legislature of the
ritory had been invested with all rightful powers
legislation. By the act of 1836, that rightful
elation wan defined, and it was declared that they cri
uld not incorporate a bank, except with the ap- ke
val of Congress. The power, then, had

v......-.,..., ... c<..wo.1^ mo vVl
, and that law was submitted to Congress, and ift
irnved by it without any limitation. He prayed w
ators, then, to consider what they were about to
They were now called upon to repudiate their

ri act.the act of their a»ent, which had been rati- t|,
and approved. If all the other business of the vl,

jion was to be sacrificed, let it be sacrificed, rather .ti
n violate this sacred principle of the constitution. 8j,
renewed the motion to lay on the table, and asked
yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, being nl
en, resulted as follows: w
EAS.Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien. Cameron, an
ey, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwiu, Crib p,tun, D«Via, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Jarnagln, r
nson of Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Mangum,
ler. Morchead, Pearce, Phelps, Husk, Simmons, Upham, bt
biter, and Woodbridge.29. |,r
AYS.Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Eagby,
ese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Uic.kinson, Pi\'
rfleld, Itaunegan, Houston, LesVis, Mctlulhe. Niles, I'1
lple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Westcott, and c«
ee.24. p,
io the bill was laid on the table, hi
rhe House bill to give effect to the provisions of "I
ious treaties of the United States, was received w

m the House of Representatives, referred to the w

mmittee on Foreign Relations, reported back cc

hout amendment, considered, and passtd.
PAYMENT OF VOLUNTEERS,

idr. DIX, from the Committco on Military Af- Co
s, reported back the House bill making an ap- jn
ipriation for the payment of volunteers called out ki
Gen. Gaines, and for other purposes, without m
endmcnt.
I'hc Senate here resumed the consideration of p,contested House bills, and passed several, with w
following titles.viz: pVn act for the relief of Samuel Jordon. w
An act for the relief of Richard Hargrave Lee. e,
An act for the relief of James Journey. ttl
An act for the relief of Jose Carxillo.
\n act for the relief of the heirB and legal reprcitativesof Thomas Kelly. w
An act for the relief of Eli Merrill. .
An act for the relief of Solomon Russell, of the tl
inty of Somerset, in the State of Maine.
An act for the relief of Amos Hunting. ft
An act for the relief of the heirs and legnl repre- |t1
itatives of Cyrus Turner, deceased.
An act for the relief of Thomas Ap Catesby
nes. H
An act for the relief of John McAllister.
An act authorizing the trustees of Tymoehtee n

trnship, Wyandot county, Ohio, to select lands n
schools within the Wyandot reserve.
An act Authorizing the inhabitants of township n

e, of range thirteen east, Seneca county, Ohio, to q
inqumh certain lands selected for schools, and to
tain others in lieu of them.
An act for the relief of Griffin Kelly. c;
An act for the relief of Benjamin Allen. .
An act for the relief of Daniel H. Warren.
An act for the relief of Peter Rife. _

An act for the relief of Leah Gray.
An act for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow of ,|
hn Campbell.
An uct for the relief of John Milsted, of Escambia p
unty, Florida.
An act for the relief of Patrick Kelly, sr., of the <1

unty of Indiana, Slate of Pennsylvania.
An act for the relief of Ebenezer CoriAnt, of the
unty of Jefferson, State of New York. t>
An act for the relief of Lewis Laing.
An act for the reliefof William Gump. c
An act for the relief of Patrick Masterson.
An act granting a pension to Josep_h Diissenu.
An act for the relief of James Gee". ^
An act lor the relief of Margaret Gwinnup. .
An act for the relief of Mary Phelps.
An act for the relief of John Carr, John Butty, .
id Samuel Stevenson, seamen on board the whalelipMargaret. J
An set for the relief of Surranus Cobb.
An act for the relief of Justin Jacobs .

An act granting a pension to Abrnhsm Ausinan. (

An act for the relief of Aquilla Goodwin. ,

An act for the relief of John Campbell.
An act for the relief of Lois Mania on, of the
>unty of Jefferson, State of New York.
An act for tbe relief of Elizabeth Betts, of ihe city

F New York.
An act for the relief of the owners of the ship

lerald, of Baltimore.
An act for the relief of Captain John Patton.
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of

rrbn Rio# Jonee.
An act for the relief of the legal representatives of

'homes Murray, jr.

An act for the irlief of M«ry fcJe|<ai', of .'efl' raon

lunly, Stale of New York.
An act for the relief of Gregory Thomas and olhI.
A joint resolution for the relief of Sheldon B.
ayes.
An act supplementary to the act passed hn the
th day of February, 1846, entitled "An act to engrthe powers of the several orphans' courts held
and for the District of Columbia."
A bill for the relief of Wylte B. Parnell, of Alama.
An act for the relief of Abramam Horbaek. [Laid
tha table.]
An act for the relief of Jacob Smith, Charles K.
nith, and others.
An set for the relief of Wm. Pool.
An act granting a (tension to Daniel Pratt.
A joint resolution for the relief of John B. Denton
d Curtis Humphreys.
An act for tits relief of Win. P. Lang.
An act for the relief of Samuel D Walker.
An act for the relief of Wm. Moss.
A n act for the relief of the legal representatives
John Ruddle.
VOLUNTtaai CALLED OUT ST UBN. QAINKS.

A joint resolution making an appropriation for
s payment of the volunteers called out by General
mice and others, was considered, slightly amendsoas to provide for the payment of certain Mis

ippivolunteers, and passed.
The act for the relief of Dr. John Gray, was conieredami passed
A message from the President of the United Slates,
.nsinitung a report of the Secretary of the Treasu,tu relation to a standard of weights, measures,
was read, and ordered to be printed.

The Senate then, at 10 o'clock, p. ill., proceeded
the consideration of exccuuve business, and, after
me (line aoent therein,
Ailjourued.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

EVENING SESSION.
The chairman of the Couniute of the Whole on
> state of the Union (Mr. Heratxt) called the
mmittec to order at Ave o'clock; but no quorum
ie preaent.

general appropriation bill.

The amendments tu the general appropriation bill
iii< under consideration, aome con vernation ensued,
d it waa proponed that auch amendmenta aa were
I objected to he proceeded with unlit a quorum
ta preanat.
Objections ware made. |
The CHAIRMAN counted the House, and found m

members present.
The committee rose, on motion of Mr. BOYD,
il reported the fact of no Quorum.
Mr. ADAMS moved a rail of the House; which
is ordered.
The roll having been called through, 109 memmwere reported present.not a quorum.
Mr. COBB, remarking that other gentlemen had.
nil- in, and that a quorum waa now present,
ivcd to dnqiense with further proceedings in the

The vote being taken, and but 110.still no quoin.voting,
Mr. C., by leave, withdrew the motion.
And the absentees were called, showing 140 rnerarnin attendance.a quorum.
The Chairman resumed his seat, and ths com- I
itee proceeded with the consideration of the I
lendments of the Senate. I
The following amendment being under considers- I
Kor [-living to the land officers at St. Augustine end I
woaqsvula, III Florida, (or issuing 'permits under the J ]ol nil iugUit/1849, s per Centsgs equalto thsi sllow- |hv Isw upon tho sale of the same quantity of public I
.la ut th« minimum price, ta.oOO;" |
Mr. McKAY snid the committee recommendedI
Kigreement to this item; and he moved according- I
Mr BIIOCKENBKOUGH said he was not aware
it the Senate had inserted this amendment, but I
ought, if understood, it would pass, as it wascer- I
nly just,and had been reported upon favorably lastI
ssion, and lie understood would have passed but I
r being coupled with other matter. Thegoverp;nthad pursued the policy in Florida of giving
t lands to armed settlera for the purpose of dri- j
tig out the Semtnoles. In other words, the set- I
rs, instead of paying cash for their lands, wers to

y in the services of armed militiamen on the
intiers, presenting a cordon of poets; and this
licy threw upon the register and receiver a great J
crease of duties in receiving, settling, and adjudi- 1
ting these armed occupadonists' rights. And for
is they not only received no additional compensa-j
>n, but nst even the compensation which they
ould hava received if the same land had been eolcl > H
r money. The amendment of the Senate wats-.m- ,

intended to secure them this reasonable com pen- f
The amendment was rejected. 4
Theamendinentof the Senate bei i'under c.onsid- .a
iition, appropriating 11,000 for salaries of two 1
icpers ofthe public archives in Florida, J
Mr. RATHBUN stated, that since this question 1
is before undlr consideration, he had seen n gen- f
man, who had held a judicial station in Florida, 1
ho satisfied him that this appropriation wan neces- \
Mr. BROCKENBROUGH said he had also seen
e same judicial gentleman, and had procured n

ry strong letter from him, and another of still j
rotigercharacter from Judge Shields, late Commis- |
incr of the Land Office, wnich proved most inconatablythe absolute necessity of this appropriation,
least until the survey of the private land claims
as completed; but he had not brought them here,
id wsuld not read them, because they could not
ove more strongly than he had before proved, in
i!f a day's debate, the necessity of this item, and
icnusc he was afraid, if he read them, that someidymight suppose that Florida took some interest
this matter, and that it was for the interest and

'otection of her people, and vote against it iu of
urte.. But as it really was an affair only of imirtantinterest to this government, and one in which
s constituents were very little interested, as their
:les would he safe at all events, and if these records
ere turned over to other officers, this government
ould have to pay much more than this $1,000 for
ipies and translations, he was willtn" to loave the
immiltce to take just such course to protect the inrestsof this government as they thought proper.jMr. McCLERNAND stated that translations and j
ipies of these papers were already here in Washglon,made long since by law, or, if not made, the
copers had violated the law and should lie paid no

ore.
Mr. CROCKENBROUGH explained, that those
ipera were wanted in Florida, not here. They
ere wanted to plot out the private grants upon the
ublic domain; and if they were to wait until they
tuld send here and hunt the dusty files arid copy
rch paper wanted, it would cost more than the salryof the keepers of archives.
The amendment was then agreed to.
The amendment for repairs of public piers anil
harves, at the quarantine grounds, on Staten Islnd,New York, $16,675, being under consideraon.
Mr. TIBBATTS moved an amendment thereto

>r the Ohio and Mississippi, $340,000, and for tho
ike harbors, $400,000.
The amendment having bsen decided in order,

ic point having been raised against it by Mr. McTho

question was taken by tellers, and the amend- f M
lent to the amendment was rejected.ayes 68,
oes 73.
Mr. TIBBATTS renewed his amendment to the \
memlment. reducing the sums, to $.'100,000 for tho
'hio and Mississippi, and $300,000 for the lake and
"aboard harbors.
The CHAIRMAIS, upon further reflection, de-

i(led the amendment to the amendment out of order
nder the 80th rule.
Mr. TIBBATTS appealed, and after debate, th«

ueation wan taken by tcllera, and by aye* 77, noes

4, the decision was sustained, and the amendment
ecidcd out of orttor.
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved the

illnwlng amendment to the amendment:
That there i« hereby appropriate'! the turn of one honiedthon«nivt dollar! for the prMervallon of the public

nrk«, (anil the machinery u»ed in the conitrurtion of the ,

Ime,) (iithomed by law and remaining itnflniihed an the
almrd and the lake!) and to which no appropriation ha«
rcn made St the present !e«ion of CongtMi. Rejected.
Other amendmenta to the amendment, of like

haractcr, were offered and rejected.
During the pendency of one of these.
Mr. SOHENCK took the floor and spoke an

lour upon political topics generally. It was now

iglit o clock.
Mr. COBB said it was deeply to be regretted that,

it thin stage of the session, with this and other immrtantmeasures pending, the legitimate debate
ipon these amendments could not be permitted to
>o carried on; but the House must be fatigued with
i most miserable specimen of a stump speech. It
night, or it might.not, be followed by others of like
haracter; but it waa due to the House to protect
taelf from such impositions. He, therefore, moved
that the committee rise in order to offer a resolution
for the termination of this debate.
The motion being agreed to, the committee rose

and reported.
Mr. COBB moved the ordinary rttolntion to ter-

minate the debate in Ave minutes; and on this he demandedthe previous question.
Mr. VINTON suggested, as there were some importantamendmenta remaining, that ten minutes tie

allowed to eseh. *
#Mr. C. declined to withdraw the previous qoew>


